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The emperor of realising dreams

Chairman, Samrat group of company

If you want to achieve something, you should have determination and
passion. But firstly, you should be obsessed with your goal and think about it
day and night. Money should be the secondary objective. Amitabh Bachchan
and Shah Rukh Khan had come to Mumbai with just clothes on. But didn’t they
become stars?

When Sujoy Gupta asks this question, you may feel flummoxed. A mere play of
words woven around! But when you probe deeper into the journey of this
‘passionate’ person, you realize the significance of every word uttered by him.

His origin was extremely humble. He began as a waiter, wiping tables,
cleaning utensils, selling gaslight but at the same time he carried his dream
along. Then a day dawned in the life of Sujoy that dispelled the darkness of
poverty and struggle that had enveloped his life.

Sujoy Gupta hailed from West Bengal. Originally, his family migrated from
Bangladesh. During the 1965 war, the Gupta family comprising his
grandfather, father and uncle came to Kolkata. For a year, they did whatever
work was available. Then an advertisement regarding recruitment in Nashik
currency press appeared. The educational qualification required for the job
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was graduation. Back then there were very few graduates. Gupta family left
Kolkata and came straight to Nashik where Sujoy’s father and uncle got job in
the currency note press. They also got the residential quarter. Thus their
misery ended, they felt. But in 1975, Sujoy’s father was diagnosed with
diabetes. His mental condition also deteriorated. In 1984, he expired. During
this period, his uncle also turned his back on them and thus Sujoy’s family was
literally on the streets. Sujoy’s mother Shubha lived in a temple and then in a
slum along with son Sujoy and daughter Kastura and brought them up facing
several odds in life. She did petty jobs including sewing work, pico-fall to bring
up her kids. In 1985, Sujoy stopped his mother from working and himself
started to work.

Back then the Gupta family was living in a rented room in Gandhinagar. Sujoy
would always observe the builder who lived next door. He was impressed by
the lifestyle of the builder including his fleet of cars and expensive clothes.
Seeing that builder, Sujoy decided to become a builder. He entered into
partnership with a friend and started his construction business. He poured all
his money into a joint venture. However, after six months, his friend vanished
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into thin air along with his money. This was a major shock for Sujoy. He then
started selling gaslight but his dream of becoming a builder did not let him
rest. One day he took on the development agreement of the land shown by his
carlier friend at Palse. Gupta had agreed to give a share in the building to the
land owner. He got the plot of land. Now, what about construction? The
salesman in Gupta awakened. He worked on the building plan and made it
attractive enough. He put advertisement in the newspaper, brought out
brouchers and distributed handbills. Though these techniques are common
now, they were new back then. The booking got an overwhelming response
and the construction work of the first building began. Later, he completed 10
to 12 projects in partnership with two parties from Ulhasnagar. But suddenly
these partners broke the partnership and Gupta ended up with adebt of Rs 19
lakh. He was back to square one again. “This second shock was life-shattering
but taught me a lot,” says Sujoy. “There was a strange resoluteness in me since
childhood and this incident only doubled my determination to succeed
against all odds.” he adds.

On August 1998, he again announced a new project. By this time, people had
started trusting Gupta. That is why not a single flat in the building of 29 homes
was left unsold within a week. On November 9, 1999, Gupta announced
formation of ‘Samrat Group' and thereafter he did not look back. He built
swanky and plush buildings one after the other like Dream Castle, Dream
Avenue, Dream Nest, Dream City, Dream Flower, Dream Matrix, Signature,
Dream Vrindavan, etc.. These buildings added to the glory of Nashik.

Samrat Group not only built buildings but also set several trends in the
construction industry. Whether it was inclusion of swimming pool in the
building map, or golf club, Samrat Group led the rest, states Sujoy proudly.
That is why Samrat Group bagged international level awards, whether 1SO
certification or Crisil rating, Samrat Group always ranked ahead of all.

Besides being a hardcore businessman, Gupta is full of humility. There is an

emotional side to him. He is very fond of his mother and knows the trials and

tribulations faced by her while bringing him up. “I have always got
inauguration of all my buildings at the hands of my mother. I have always felt
that she should be there before my eyes. But this is not possible and hence |
made a statue of her” says Gupta pointing a finger at the statue of his mother in
a corner of his office. Samrat Group runs a number of special projects. He
bears all the expenses of Durga Puja at Gandhinagar.

All this glory was not brought in a night. The story of success was written by
hard work and extreme struggle. People see the peak of success but not the
rocky path of difficulty which has to be trodden to reach the peak. That is why
Gupta says. “Be patient. There is no shortcut to success. Work hard. Hard work
will never go waste.”
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